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It is interesting to look at David and Jesus as they are presented to us this morning. Two men, about the same age, linked in the pages of Scripture and the traditions of the Church. The people of Israel come to David and say, “Look, we are your bone and flesh,” and they make him their king. The people of Nazareth look to Jesus and think, “Isn’t this the carpenter? Doesn’t his whole family live here in our midst? What makes him think he’s so hot?” David was made a king. Jesus was tried and condemned, accused of making himself a king.
Two men. Two kings. One is someone I think we all can understand. The other we continually try to reshape in our own image. David is a king. He rules a nation. He commands armies. We can read his story and see that he is at his best when he acknowledges a power greater than his own and at his worst when he believes that his power is supreme.
How we are betrayed by power and our desire for it! It was John Emerich Acton, otherwise known as Lord Acton, who said in 1887, “Power tends to corrupt, and absolute power corrupts absolutely.” But on a deeper level, I would say that power betrays its possessors. Power betrayed David, leading him to think that of course he could kill Bathsheba’s husband so he could marry her. Power betrayed Pilate, telling him that he was the one who held Jesus’ fate in his hands. Power betrayed the British Crown with the belief that the men gathered in Philadelphia in 1776 were insignificant gadflies, who could easily be dismissed, punished, and sent back to their places. Power betrays our leaders today into somehow believing that in an age of internet and e-mail, their crimes and infidelities will never be discovered.
Power betrays us because we are wed to a faulty and inadequate understanding of power. We tend to see power as the ability to achieve our stated ends, or the ability to fulfill our desires. Or, to put it in the words of Mel Brooks, “It’s good to be king!” It’s good to be king, because then nobody can stand in your way. Except a stronger king. And there always is, or will be, a stronger king. 
This power betrays us as well, even though we may not be counted among the powerful. It betrays us by leading us to believe that God is like us. Because if God is like us, only more powerful, then the question arises – why isn’t God doing more? “I can’t believe in a God who…” “Why doesn’t God…?” We can each complete those sentences for ourselves, can’t we? And the moment we do, our betrayal is complete because we are then unable to see what God is doing and what we have been empowered to do ourselves.
Never forget that Jesus didn’t want to be our kind of king, and the one time the crowd tried to make him so, he ran away. Never forget that there is another kind of power. Not the power to get what we want, but the power to give all that we are. The power of sacrifice. Power that is made perfect in weakness. The only power worthy of the name, the only power that will not betray. For as Paul tries to explain, we can so reduce our own self-importance, there is nothing left to betray, nothing left to lose, only the Risen Christ working in us and through us and around us. God is not like us. God became one of us, in order that through our incarnate, crucified, and risen Lord we might be made like God. Which is to say that we are called and enabled to enter into the profundity of God’s own power: The power of God pouring out God’s self in Creation. The power of God pouring out God’s self in Incarnation. The power of God pouring out God’s self on the Cross. The power of God pouring out God’s self to bring new life to all. To sacrifice means to make something holy by giving it away for love. As God is all holy, so God continually gives all of God’s self to all of us for the sake of nothing but love. As God’s holy people, we are invited to enter into that sacrifice, to give ourselves away for the sake of love, and to find such holiness growing within ourselves.
There are people like Bill Gates or Warren Buffet who are able to give away nearly incomprehensible amounts of money for good causes. That is the world’s power at work; and it is finally a deceitful power because all the money in the world is not enough to solve all the world’s ills. A shortage of money isn’t the problem. A shortage of companionship and compassion is. A shortage of respect. A shortage of dignity. A shortage of caring enough to enter the place of need and abandonment with light, love, and the promise of the Gospel. That is something we can do something about.
During the month of July, Holy Apostles participates in the Connect by Night program, which houses homeless women and men from West Philadelphia in area churches. As we were coming home Wednesday night from visiting and praying with our Connect by Night guests, I told Pam, “I don’t know why I enjoy that so much.” I think I’ve figured part of it out. I have found that when we give ourselves to those who are so often seen as problems and nuisances; when we give ourselves to those who common sense says should have nothing to give to us, what they in fact are able to give back to us is incredible joy and hope. I have never known that to fail. And because we are there to share that moment with them, they are able to make that same discovery. That they, who have so little, have been able to enrich the life of another. To see that realization dawn in the face of your brother or sister is at last to glimpse what the power of God, the power of love, the power of Resurrection is all about. It doesn’t happen every time, but when it does, it is as close to heaven as I have come on this earth. Please, come and join me every night this month to visit and talk, to listen, to pray, to give ourselves away for love, and to find the holiness of God’s kingdom growing in our midst.
