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The Episcopal Church may be the
best hope for the world today. Not that
I'm biased, of course! But really, at
our best, we Episcopalians know how
to deal with the messiness of life.
What [ mean is that right from the
very beginning, with Bishop William-
White here in Philadelphia, there was
a desire to let everyone in on the act,
to give room for as many voices as
possible, instead of leaving the deci-
sion-making to carefully chosen and
self-perpetuating elite. Hence White,
in framing the constitution of the
Episcopal Church, made provision for

the laity to have a voice in the govern-
ance of the church. Unheard of!

So that when we are at our best (and
granted, we are not always at our
best) we have the flexibility and the
wisdom to respond creatively to new
situations. Bishop White again pro-
vides us with a good example in his
ordination of the former slave Absa-
lom Jones. Or, more recently, the con-
secration of Gene Robinson in 2003,
the first openly gay bishop.

Of course these decisions drew fierce
criticism, because they were things
that simply weren’t done. But they
were the right decisions to make, and
they were creative responses to the
emerging realities of their time. And,
as our world continues to shrink and
our society becomes more pluralistic,
we need examples of how to live and

thrive in the midst of diversity. The
Episcopal Church can be such an
example.

A friend of mine, the Rev. Lane
Denson, is fond of introducing him-
self by saying, "I am a member of no
organized religion. I am an Episco-
palian." Well, that’s not all together
accurate, but there is something
within our very DNA that defies or-
ganization. Lane goes on to say this
about the Episcopal Church.

“We distrust judgmentalism, biblical
literalism, election, predestination.
These ideas lead to division, then
hatred, alienation, and even killing.
We embrace inclusiveness, modera-
tion, and toleration.

“We live comfortably with ambiguity
and do not require certainty in all
things. We argue. We fight. But
then, we come together once more
for common sense, Common Prayer,
and Eucharist. This is our way. We
seem actually and rather quaintly to
prefer vagueness and imprecision.
We practice a generous and forgiv-
ing orthodoxy, an ordered freedom.
We are the oxymoron of the Chris-
tian view of things.”

This is a skill set desperately by the
world today. Let’s not be bashful
about inviting people to come and
see what our life together is all
about.
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Parish News

WELCOME CHURCH...

takes place on the last Sunday
every month at 3PM
in Logan Square,

across from Family Court.

If you would like to journey CHA’S PIZZA CHURCH
down together, we meet takes place on the second Sunday
at CHA at 2:00 p.m. each month at 5:00 p.m.
Join us!

Please join us!

Genuardi’s Club Card Super Fresh Gift Certificates

Super Fresh will give Holy Apostles
5% of each gift certificate sold.

Please see J. T. Wertz to purchase gift
certificates in $50 or $100 denominations. There are
three families who currently participate on a regular
basis netting CHA approx. $1,000 per year. If we had

greater participation, think of the possibilities!
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' Make sure you are signed up for a

I Genuardi’s Club Card. Every time you use the card,
i Genuardi’s will give Holy Apostles 1%.

i You must first register with Genuardi’s at their service
| desk or at www.escrip.com.

| And, you must re-register with them every fall.

I

Publishing Deadline: Articles for the parish newsletter are due on the third Friday of each month
(unless otherwise noted) in order to allow enough time to compile, print, and collate. Please provide any items
you would like published to the office by that day. Every effort will be made to include all appropriate articles,

however, editing may be necessary due to space restrictions. Thank you.
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Shrove

Pancake
Supper

Join us in the parish hall on
February 21st, for a delicious

' pancake supper. Check future

announcements for start time.
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Services for Ash Wednesday will take place as follows:

12 Noon—Welcome Church, Logan Square
7:00 p.m.—Church of the Holy Apostles
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