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God is good – all the time! All the time – God is good!  Amen!
Jesus displays the goodness, the love, the mercy of God in our Gospel reading this morning. Actually, we hear of two lepers being healed, don’t we? It’s the difference between the two that is instructive. Naaman the Syrian came to Elisha’s house, but Elisha wasn’t going to come within shouting distance of him, and sent him off to wash in the river without even seeing him. Well of course! The Law of Moses forbids any contact with leprosy (actually a term for any type of skin disorder and even a house could be diagnosed with leprosy!). To touch a leper rendered one ritually unclean, which meant that even if you didn’t have the disease you were separated from the community and denied access to the temple. And then to be declared clean again, there was a lengthy, time-consuming, and probably expensive series of examinations and sacrifices to be made. If everything went well, the priest would declare you clean, and you could get on with your life once more.
“’If you choose, you can make me clean.’ Moved with pity, Jesus stretched out his hand and touched him, and said to him, ‘I do choose. Be made clean!’”

Jesus touched him, which was forbidden. Jesus declared him clean, which only a priest could do. But the requirements of love, right at that moment, would brook no delay. What did Dr. King teach us all? That justice delayed is justice denied. The same is true for love – love delayed is love denied. Mercy delayed is mercy denied. So right then and there, because he chose to, because he wanted to, because it is what he came forth to do, Jesus touched this man with God’s love and mercy, and healed him.

God is good – all the time! All the time – God is good!  Amen!
So how do we cultivate a joyful awareness of God’s constant goodness? I am taken by the way that man approached Jesus. “If you choose…” he said. It was not a question. It was an assertion that God’s goodness, love, and mercy were available right at that moment. It was a call to Jesus himself to live out what he taught about God’s love and mercy. It was a reminder to Jesus that this moment was in Jesus’ hands, that a need was undeniably presented, and it was up to Jesus to respond or not. You know, if you look at the gospels carefully, you’ll find a number of similar incidents – the Canaanite woman in Luke’s gospel, the woman caught in adultery in John’s gospel – incidents were Jesus is challenged to be true to his message, even though that might mean acting outside of established procedure, even though it meant risking disapproval, censure, or worse. And we know the path that Jesus chose, and we know what it cost him. Yet they were all calls Jesus could not refuse. He lived with the joyful awareness of God’s constant goodness because he never ceased to bring that goodness to all whom he met. The logic of his life and message required nothing less. So he lived, so he died, and so he lives again and forever.
God is good – all the time! All the time – God is good!  Amen!
See, we can get better at it! That’s important, because the same call, the same choice is before us as well. Let me tell you about this cross I wear. It is the cross of Ecclesia Ministries, a rather loosely organized group of crazy people like me who are united by their passion for ministry to the people living on the streets of America, our present day lepers and outcasts. This cross was designed by a street person. I don’t know his name. I do know he’s no longer alive. You see, he received housing, an apartment he could call his own. Sounds like a good thing, but it left him so alone, so isolated from his normal life on the streets that he committed suicide. Do you know what this cross says? It says, “If you choose, you can be my companion.”
It’s not just this cross, of course. Any cross tells us that if we choose, can, in Jesus’ name, bring life into our world. The Cross reminds us of all that the world does to the children of God, and points us towards the Resurrection, which is what God does for all the children of God.

God is good – all the time! All the time – God is good!  Amen!
And God has been so good to us! Oh, as with everybody else who walks upon the face of this planet, we have known our share of pain, of suffering, of sickness and loss – maybe even at times it seems like more than our share. But we are here together! We have each other!  There is not a single person here who ever has to be alone, because God has been so good to us. If you want to know how good, then just give some goodness away. If we choose, we can.
God is good – all the time! All the time – God is good!  Amen!






