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God is good, all the time! And all the time, God is good! Amen!

And today we celebrate the goodness of God, a goodness so good that the word “good” isn’t even good enough! But it is as good as any word we’ve got, except maybe “Alleluia!” So we get to use that word again today, Alleluia! It is a Greek translation of a Hebrew word that means “Praise God!” Yes, praise God, Alleluia! For God is good, all the time! And all the time, God is good! Amen!

But I can’t use just one or two words today, though I’ll try not to use too many more. We celebrate the goodness of God in resurrection. That’s a word that means “the act of rising again.” Now that may sound like something we’re familiar with. We know that we have to rise up out of bed every morning, even though there are times (like this morning!) when that is mighty hard; and we all know people who haven’t the strength to do that much. We know that when somebody knocks us down, we have to stand up again, even though every one of our bones hurt; and we all know folks who have been so hurt that they are afraid to stand up. We know that when you get thrown from the horse, you’ve got to get back up in the saddle. Well I can tell you from personal experience, as one who has been thrown from a horse, that I’m not the least bit interested in ever getting back in the saddle again. So resurrection is the word we can use when we are so weak, when we have been laid so low, when we are so hurt and so afraid that we can’t even move; and we would look, but we can’t even see; and if we could, we would reach out, but there is nobody to grasp. Then somebody grabs hold of us, and lifts us out of blindness and paralysis, lifts us out of fear and hurt, lifts us out of death and sets us on our feet and says “You are alive again!” And we know that we are alive. We know that we are re-created. We know that we are home once again. That’s resurrection. And if we have not experienced that moment, promise of Easter is that we will, we will.
As a sign of that, two of us are being baptized today. Baptism looks ahead to all the ways in which God will heal us, support us, and lift us up in this world, until finally we are carried all together into the new life of God’s world. And baptism also looks back to Creation, to that time before time when the Spirit of God hovered over the water, and God’s word spoke all into existence. So this very baptismal font is the symbolic center of time and the cosmos, the point at which each one of us acknowledges her or his desire for resurrection and begins to live in anticipation of resurrection by embarking on a new way of life and a new standard of relating to others and the world as described in the Baptismal Covenant.
Now Barbara, Russell, that may sound like an awful lot to you. I wouldn’t be surprised if you’re thinking, “Gee, I don’t understand a thing this guy is saying!” That’s okay. I was baptized, too, just like you will be, and I still don’t understand everything it means. The wonderful thing about the Church of the Holy Apostles, though, is that every Sunday when you come here, you can look right on the cover of our bulletin, and be reminded of how we promised to live when we were baptized. And maybe, like me, you will read that every Sunday and ask yourself, “How can I do this? What does it mean today?” And as the years go by you’ll learn more and more of what it means to live waiting for resurrection.
But for right now, I remember that you both told me, in your own words, that baptism is about belonging – sharing what your friends share, being a member of this church. And that is such an important part of what baptism means! It means you belong to God. Of course, you always have belonged to God. But now maybe you, and your parents, and the rest of your family, and your friends will begin to realize that in a new and stronger way. And being baptized does mean that you will be a member of this church. But you’ve both been at this church for nearly your whole lives! You already belong here! But today all of us here, young and old, promise to love you and support you every day of your lives.
And so today is a good day. Today is an alleluia day. Today is Resurrection Day. I look to my younger sisters and brothers, and I know some of what lies before them, but I do not fear for them, for I know them to be upheld by the Spirit of God in a community of love. I look to my elders, and they tell me some of the challenges that lie ahead, but I do not despair, because I know God will strengthen us to meet those challenges together. I look to my peers and smile – oh, I know some of the things we’ve been through, and I know some of the things we’ve done! But “faith hath brought us safe thus far, and faith shall lead us home.”
God is good, all the time! And all the time, God is good! Amen!

