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If there are any fans of Kurt Vonnegut here this morning, you may correct me if I’m wrong; but I believe it is in his book Breakfast of Champions where the main character worked in the Nixon White House as the President’s advisor on youth. He was charged with the task of discovering what was wrong with America’s youth, that they would be causing so much trouble. He traveled the country. He listened. He studied. He returned to Washington and submitted his report to the president. “The problem with America’s youth is the Sermon on the Mount.”

That is the deepest and keenest insight into the nature of Jesus’ famous sermon and the Beatitudes that I have ever read. I think Vonnegut may be wrong about the youth of 35 years ago, but he is not wrong about the Beatitudes. They are a recipe for trouble wherever there are those brave enough, or foolish enough, or faithful enough to take them seriously. So it is that the Church, into whose keeping they were entrusted, has long tried to rob them of their undeniable power by pushing them off into some distant – and thus easily ignorable – future “when Jesus comes again.”
We do the same thing with the book of Revelation. That’s why there’s all these people trying to decipher some secret code they’ve discovered so that they can find out what’s going to happen tomorrow. Revelation isn’t about what’s going to happen tomorrow! It’s about what is happening right here today! Revelations was written at a time when the churches in Asia Minor were being persecuted. What good would it do to tell them that in umpty-ump years everything would be okay? John is speaking to people who are lonely and frightened, and so he tells them of the New Jerusalem, because the New Jerusalem is their home, the New Jerusalem is the Church. So not in some distant, unimaginable future, but right here, right now, God is in our midst, as close as our own breath; and God is wiping away tears and mending broken hearts and strengthening the hands that fear has weakened.
That is John’s word of hope to all the citizens of God’s Kingdom. And it is that hope we celebrate today on the Feast of All Saints. Hope for us and all the whole world in the commonwealth of God’s People. Now that Kingdom is not fully realized as yet. Let there be no mistake on that count. We haven’t arrived. We’re still on our journey. Yet we can hear the voice of Jesus say that the Kingdom is close, so close that we can begin to live there today; and that is what the Beatitudes are – Jesus’ invitation to live in the Kingdom of his Father today. To do so means that the world may look upon us as weak and meek and mournful, as hungry and thirsty and poor. But what we really are is happy and blessed.
We are happy and blessed because the ways of the Kingdom always work to the benefit of those who submit themselves to the law of love. That is, as we continue in the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, we will never be alone; as we seek and serve Christ in all persons, we will find him beside us; as we strive for justice and peace, we will see them growing in our own hearts.
Maybe you recognized those words. Our baptismal covenant from which they were taken and which we shall shortly renew is nothing less than the handbook for life in God’s world. In baptizing baby Jack this morning, we are not making him something he is not already. We are simply acknowledging God’s gracious act in claiming Jack as God’s own child. And we are promising to always remind him that that is who and what he truly is.
We live in what for many are perilous and fearful times. Yet Maddie and Bob have brought us an important reminder today. They remind us that perfect love casts out fear and that hope illumines the path into tomorrow. We see their love and their hope, and we name him Jonathan Dutton DeSilets, and we promise to cherish him, and them, and each other, all the days of our lives. God is with us in this joyful place, helping us to be with one another in joy.

That’s important, because we are still on our journey, and there’s lots of trouble that we could find. In fact, I can pretty much guarantee to Maddie and Bob that Jack is going to find trouble they can’t even imagine right now! And that’s okay, because we will be there together.  At least let it be said that the trouble with the youth of tomorrow, the trouble with the youth of today, and the trouble with those of us who are now far from young is the Beatitudes. That’s Gospel trouble. That’s the trouble that comes with living in God’s Kingdom in the midst of this world, the trouble that comes from witnessing to the power of love and hope where others see danger and fear. Because Gospel trouble is no trouble at all. It is blessing and happiness and knowing that the kingdom of heaven is ours.





